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Introduction

The presents Report is prepared by the specialists of the International Center for Women’s Rights Protection and Promotion “La Strada” – a human rights non-governmental organization that works to counteract trafficking in human beings (THB), specifically women and children, in the Republic of Moldova through prevention, assistance and lobby activities. 
The elaboration of the current Report is due to social state of affairs in the country at the time being of the first round of the procedure for evaluating implementation of the Council of Europe Convention on Action against THB in the Republic of Moldova. 

The Rules for evaluation procedure have been elaborated by the Group of Experts on Action against THB (GRETA) that drafted the standard questionnaire to be filled in by each participating country, signed the Convention. The above mentioned evaluation procedure envisages the unmediated participation of non-governmental organizations. 

This Report is a contribution of the International Center “La Strada” (Moldova) to the government’s response to GRETA’s questionnaire and reflects the authors’ point of view. 
The Report provides for the opinion of the International Center La Strada on 10 of those 55 questions stipulated in the questionnaire, touches upon the most problematic fields in actions against THB undertaken in the Republic of Moldova and also provides corresponding recommendations on measures to be taken to follow up GRETA’s conclusions.

Section I.2. Comprehensive approach to THB, coordination of all actors and actions to prevent and combat THB and to protect its victims, and international cooperation 

QUESTION 8. 

In your country are there persons or entities specialized in the fight against THB and the protection of victims? If so, please describe the type and the periodicity of the training provided for these persons or the staff of these entities? Please specify the financial resources (in euros) allocated to this training.

ANSWER
The Law of the Republic of Moldova on Preventing and Combating THB No. 241-XVI as of October 20, 2005 stipulates the competences of various state structures involved in actions against THB: Ministry of Internal Affairs (MIA), General Prosecutor’s Office (GPO), Information and Security Service, Border Guard Service, Ministry of Labor, Social Protection and Family (МLSPF), Ministry of Foreign Affairs and European Integration, Ministry of Education, Ministry of Informational Technologies and Communications, Ministry of Justice etc. 

Some of the above mentioned structures have specialized counter-trafficking subdivisions and staff respectively (MIA and General Prosecutor’s Office). In other above mentioned institutions, the specialists who have responsibilities in actions against THB combine these with other employment duties on other issues (for instance one specialist from MLSPF is responsible to manage the following issues: gender equality, protection and assistance  of social vulnerable persons, domestic violence and assistance and protection of trafficked persons, reform of social assistance system).
The capacity building of the staff in the field of prevention and combating of THB as well as in the field of protection of trafficked persons is not yet provided on a system-based approach. The topic of combating THB is officially included only in the curriculum for the professional training and also for the advanced vocational training of police force under the Academy of Police. The National Institute of Justice, has a training module and Manual developed on combating THB targeting prosecutors and judges, yet it is not part of the formal curricula rather provided upon request or/and as part of eventual capacity building efforts/projects of civil society and international organizations. Similarly, the MLSPF has a curricula developed for initial training of social workers on THB and social protection of trafficked persons yet it is not applicable for lack of resources. No manuals/guidelines are available as well as no curricula for advance vocational training. 

The trainings in other thematic fields of professional activity related to fight against trafficking and protection of trafficked person are conducted sporadically, mainly due to efforts of different civil society’ and international organizations. The training curricula on anti-trafficking subjects is not standardized, its content and duration often depends on existing resources in the frames of the projects but not real needs of the trained personnel. In majority of cases the trainings allow trainees get only general idea on the problem and rarely the practical skills. Moreover, the fluctuation of personnel in the state structures imposes the need for continuous efforts in this field. 
The results of the studies conducted by the International Center “La Strada” also show the necessity to enhance the training component for specialists from all state structures that are authorized by law to take part in actions against THB. Additionally, there is a need to organize such training programs on an ongoing basis – to include this topic in the training and capacity building (initial and continuous) programs for specialists.  

Recommendations:

	To adjust the training programs for initial and continuous/advance vocational capacity building of staff to the existing needs to counteract THB. To ensure that the capacity building program and the teaching process delivers knowledge AND practical skills the teaching process.  


QUESTION 10. 

Is this (national) co-ordinating body also responsible for co-ordination of the collection of administrative data or population survey data on THB? If not, please specify which body/entity has this responsibility. 

ANSWER:
The coordination of the actions against THB on the national level is accomplished by the National Committee to Combat THB (NCCTHB) – an intentionally created inter-institutional agency with membership of 17 representatives of different state structures. The work of the NCCTHB is assisted by the Secretariat formed by 4 persons-staff from the MIA, MLSPF, Ministry of Education and Ministry of Justice. In order to fulfill its coordination duty, the NCCTHB should operate with specific information; that is why its responsibilities were also extended to include collection and analysis of data on trafficking phenomenon as well as on actions against THB and their impact
. 

However, these responsibilities on data collection and analysis are not fulfilled in due way. Thus, for example, in spite of the fact that starting with 2001, four National Action Plans to Counteract THB have been adopted, no national reports on fulfillment of these Plans have been ever published. One of the reasons is that the Secretariat of the NCCTHB is not activating on the permanent basis, and its members perform duties on their main workplace. At the same time, there are four state structures, working on the permanent basis, which are authorized by the law to collect data on trafficking in persons’ related aspects:                                     
a) The MIA is authorized to operate the Data Base on THB
 (based on data from penal cases);

b) The GPO is obliged to report to the NCCTHB on laws observance on prevention and combating THB
;

c) The MLSPF must collect data on prevention and combating THB
 (based on data from interviews with victims of THB, beneficiaries of social assistance programs);

d) National Bureau of Statistics is authorized to collect statistical information in any field due to its basic task-sharing ability
.  

No comprehensive qualitative data is available. The MIA publishes regularly short statistics on number of trafficking crimes discovered.  The GPO publishes regularly short statistical data on number of penal cases on THB and number of convicted persons. MLSPF for the first time in 2010 published on its web-site the analytical information on actions against THB (Report on fulfillment of the Strategy of the National Referral System for Assistance and Protection of Victims and Potential Victims of THB).
The NCCTHB and its Secretariat should coordinate the work of the above mentioned structures, monitor implementation of actions, assess the impact and use the collected data – both qualitative and quantitative, for the elaboration of recommendations related to state policy in the field – a task of the Secretariat which is not yet in place. 
Recommendations:
	The Secretariat of the NCCTHB should operate on the permanent basis – must have staff resources absolved from other activity. This Secretariat should coordinate the work of the state structures on collection and analysis of information related to trafficking phenomenon and actions against THB. A monitoring and evaluation of realization of the state policy in the field (strategies, national plans of actions) should be in place. The reports on monitoring and evaluation should serve as a basis for elaboration of recommendations for the improvement of the state policy in actions against THB.


QUESTION 11. 

Do NGOs have full membership status in your national co-ordinating body? If so, how many? Please describe criteria for NGO membership. 

ANSWER:

According to Para (6) of Article 8 of the Law of the Republic of Moldova on Preventing and Combating THB No.241-XVI as of October 20, 2005 the representatives of NGOs and international organizations that are present in Moldova and that carry out activities to combat THB and offer assistance to the trafficked persons, may participate in meetings of the NCCTHB with the right to a consultative vote, and they should be included in the membership of the NCCTHB. Nevertheless, the standard procedure of inclusion of the NGO in the membership of the NCCTHB has not been elaborated yet. That is why in practice the Secretary of the NCCTHB simply invites representatives of some NGOs to take part in the works of the meetings. It is not clear which criteria are applied to select and invite NGOs to take part in the meeting, and how NGOs may file for their wish to enjoy the membership of the NCCTHB. 

Some matters related with the procedure of decisions’ adoption by the NCCTHB should also be mentioned. The Regulation of the NCCTHB envisages that it should be a consultative body of the Government and its decisions are obligatory for the public authorities and institutions under the condition of being signed by the Prime Minister. The decisions of the NCCTHB should be adopted by majority votes of members attending the meeting provided that at least 2/3 of members participated at the meeting
. However, this regulation does not include clarifications how to take into account the given consultancy capacity of NGOs. In practice the voting of such decisions never took place during the meetings of the NCCTHB. 

Obviously, such state of affairs is explained by the fact that generally the collegial procedure of adopting state decisions by the inter-institutional agency with participation of NGOs is a democratic innovation for Moldova that differs considerably from typical procedure of state decisions’ adoption. As a matter of fact, the decision of such an agency is a form of wording of the principles of the immediate democracy when representatives of civil society may take direct part in the adoption of state decisions. Such forms of democratic cooperation of state and civil society should be actively supported by Parliament and Government and find application in practice for solution of important state issues including organization of actions against THB.   
Recommendations:

	It is necessary to amend the current regulation on NCCTHB in order to elaborate the procedure of inclusion of NGOs in the membership of the NCCTHB and participation of NGOs in voting while adopting decisions. 
Moreover, since many different inter-institutional committees/commissions with memberships of civil society organizations have been already created in Moldova, it is necessary to draft a law on such inter-institutional agencies as well as a typical regulation that would define the general rules in creation of these, and the adoption of the collegial decisions.   


QUESTION 13. 

Please describe the legal basis for international co-operation between your country and other countries in the fight against THB:

· national legislation;

· international instruments/agreements (bilateral and/or multilateral)

Please indicate the title of legal instruments. 

ANSWER:
The international collaboration of the Republic of Moldova with other countries in anti-trafficking domain is regulated by bilateral and multilateral agreements, based on the principles and norms of the international law. The national legal framework in this sphere mainly delimitate the full powers of the state structures in preparation and adoption of the related decisions. The procedure of initiating, negotiations, signing, taking legal effect, use, suspension, denouncement or  termination of agreements are set by the Law on International Agreements of the Republic of Moldova No.595-XIV as of September 24, 1999 (Official Monitor of the Republic of Moldova, No.24-26, 2000, article 137).

The Republic of Moldova has signed a number of multilateral and bilateral agreements to combat crime including THB with other countries. Specifically, the Government of the Republic of Moldova has signed the following agreements:

· in 1998 – with countries-members of CIS;

· in 1999 – with Turkey, Romania, Ukraine;

· in 2000 – with Estonia, Uzbekistan;

· in 2002 – with Italy, Belarus;

· in 2003 – with Czech Republic, Israel, Latvia;

· in 2004 – with Bulgaria, Poland. 

In 2006 the negotiations on signing the bilateral agreement on prevention, combating and prosecution of THB with the government of United Arab Emirates have been initiated. However, this agreement was never to be signed. The signing of agreement with UAE, as well as with Cyprus, has a paramount importance for Moldova since these countries are the destination countries for Moldovan victims of trafficking.

In the same time it should be mentioned that the quality of the already signed agreements leaves room for improvement. The text of the majority agreements is too general and slightly binds to anything the parties during the bilateral contacts in a real situation of trafficking in human beings. In spite of the fact that many ministries have the departments for international cooperation, the majority of its specialists do not have necessary knowledge and cannot make a real contribution in the improvement of the international cooperation. Although the legal framework of the Republic of Moldova allows signing inter-institutional international agreements, such practical forms of cooperation are rarely used.

Recommendations:
	It is necessary to break the existing practice of signing international agreements with content of general character. It is recommended to elaborate the model of international agreement in undertaking actions against THB taking into accountant the gathered experience/existing problems in solving some concrete situations of trafficking and later on revise the existing international agreements as to make its context more concrete. It is necessary to expand the practice of signing the inter-institutional agreements with a concrete practical content that will allow improving the international cooperation in the field. 

It is essential to strengthen the capacity building programs targeting professionals as well as the role of the departments for international cooperation in different ministries while preparing the international agreements. It is necessary to take measures to teach the staff English language as a tool for the international communication. 


Section II.1. Implementation of measures to prevent THB

QUESTION 22.

Has a national/regional/local campaign or programme to alert the potential victims of THB to the various forms of exploitation been carried out in your country during the last two years? If so was it based on research for determining effective prevention methods? Was it addressed to a particular group of potential victims? Which bodies, governmental or non-governmental ,were in charge of implementing it? Please describe the material used for the campaign/programme an its dissemination. If possible, please provide an assessment of the impact of the campaign/programme. If more that one campaign or programme was carried out please provide the details for each of them. If there are currently plans for launching a new campaign or programme, please provide details.
ANSWER:

All four National Action Plans to Counteract THB provided for activities to be carried out aimed at THB prevention and public awareness. The awareness raising campaigns targeted to prevent the most common forms of exploitation of victims (sexual exploitation of women, labor exploitation of women in households and men in construction, exploitation of children by forced begging) have been carried out in the Republic of Moldova. These campaigns have been organized taking into accountant the results of studies and analyses of profile of identified trafficked persons and profile of migrants as well as results of opinion polls on trafficking and migration issues. Combination of different methods were used: Peer to Peer Education throughout educational institutions country-wide, public outreach (contests, discos, concerts, theatrical performances, photo exhibitions, thematic movies display etc.), video advertisement in mass media, street and outdoor, TV thematic talk-show, press articles, Hotline individual counseling, distribution of thematic materials with information on prevention of THB etc.
Continuous massive information measures have indeed increase in the level of awareness of the public on dangers of THB. According to the opinion polls conducted in 2007 the majority of population is well informed about the THB phenomenon. Thus 52% of respondents possess extensive knowledge about it, while the others only heard about the concept, but do not know what it represents. When defining the concept of THB, most respondents associate it with prostitution and sexual slavery. Their share in the total number of respondents is of about 96%. These two associations are followed by illegal trafficking in organs and forced work with no remuneration. Begging and no remuneration after completing the work is considered THB by a reduced share of respondents. 

According to the hot-Line calls analyses, over the last 5 years the level of general knowledge of a potential migrant about working condition/procedures abroad is increasing. It is mostly due to direct access to info provided to them by their relatives/friends who have a migration experience and/or who are stationing abroad, and/or the lessons learned from their own previous migration experiences. The economic crisis has continuous effect on labor migrants; being realistic about low/lack of opportunities abroad, many of people willing to migrate for work have postpone their decisions.

The awareness campaign launched in 2010 is targeting children as most vulnerable group to sexual commercial exploitation including to on–line exploitation. The campaign elements include video-trailer, media titles, debriefings with local public administration, seminars with professional groups, indoor and outdoor materials, informational printing materials, and various outreach activities.  
The above mentioned campaigns have been organized mainly by the non-governmental and intergovernmental organizations (ex.: International Center «La Strada» etc.) by means of foreign donors’ resources. The state structures have mostly contributed with operational support, i.e. facilitating negotiations with TV stations for free of charge or low fees for broadcasting video advertisement, outdoor social publicity holding, issuing permission for accredited NGOs to deliver lectures in educational institutions. Meanwhile, national campaigns require extensive financial support which is not available as a direct one by the means of governmental financing and indirect in the form of exemption from taxation for placing of social advertising in mass media and public spaces.
Besides this, the development of informational technologies and increase of its use in organization of crimes connected with sexual exploitation of children impose necessity to enlarge the informational campaigns to Internet sphere in order to inform the Internet users about danger of THB. 

Recommendations:
	It is necessary to elaborate the mechanism for offering support to social advertising (offering facilities in payment of social advertisement in private mass media and liberation of payment for social advertisement in state mass media).

It is necessary to create the hospitable fiscal policy for stimulating the native trades in offering assistance to NGOs. It is necessary to develop corporate social responsibility, involvement of transport& tourist companies, hotels, restaurants, Internet-cafes etc. in conducting campaigns on prevention of THB and sexual exploitation of children.

It is necessary to organize the awareness raising campaigns promoting and supporting safe use of Internet as to prevent THB and sexual exploitation of children. There is a need to oblige Internet-providers to place the information of preventive character on its sites related to acquaintance, recreation, tourism, entertainment etc.


QUESTION 23. 
Please describe the social and economic empowerment measures for disadvantaged groups vulnerable to THB which have been implemented or are planned.  

ANSWER:

The measures to enhance the potential/vulnerability reduction of the group of risk have been undertaken both in the framework of the NGO’s actions against THB and in the framework of state actions combating unemployment. NGOs conducted trainings for group of risk, especially for women, guiding them in job-finding process, communication with potential employer, writing a CV, manage their finances, organizes/create local business. The aim of the training programs is to address the root cause – poverty and unemployment. The similar teaching programs are assured by the state employment centers. The state also guarantees the free of charge professional training on certain specialties for graduates of gymnasiums who are up to 16 y.o. and not continue study in lyceums and general education schools. Besides this, the state undertakes measures to support and employ the jobless. 

But the economical problems in Moldova, lack of decent employment opportunities and high cost of life in Moldova have played as push-factors facilitating the migration flows of population who tried to solve their material problems by means of labor migration to foreign countries. The labor migrants apply for a concrete job offer to intermediary employment agencies in 79% of cases (according to the Hot Line analyses). The employment agencies in many cases work illegally, having licenses only for offering information about the opportunities to work abroad and no intermediary services as such and also have irresponsible foreign partners; all these lead to problems and complaints of labor migrants in the destination countries. In these circumstances these employment agencies stay invincible with sly contracts and make a craft use of the legal illiteracy and trustfulness of population as well as of their economic vulnerability. 

In spite of the high flow of labor migration (according to some estimation about 40% of labor force work abroad) there is no clear state migration policy in Moldova. The government does not undertake sufficient efforts to protect labor migrants including by facilitating access to foreign labor markets under fair and protected conditions.

Recommendations:
	It is necessary to take more measures to increase the potential of the prospective migrants, and to take measure to lower the migration risks. It is necessary to create the national agency and centers for information and training of migrants.

It is necessary to develop the collaboration with main destination countries for labor migrants from Moldova by concluding bilateral agreements allowing the access of labor migrants to qualified and non-qualified work on labor market abroad.

It is important to develop the corporate social responsibility in the field of job insertion abroad, self-control mechanism of services quality by means of creation of the voluntary associations with applied system of self-accreditation, to adapt practices of signing the ethical codes etc.


QUESTION 30. 
What funds have been allocated to the above–mentioned preventive measures in the state budget (central and/or regional/local)? Please specify amount in euros. 

ANSWER:

There is no yet a steady practice of development and adoption of the political documents (strategies, national action plans, programs) stipulating the financial resources needed for the realization into practice of these documents. Not always such documents are issued with indication of the cost of implementation and indicating the contribution of the state and international aid. It is not always then these documents are linked with Plan of Action for the implementation of National Development Strategy for the certain time frame (the document what defines the priority state measures and ensures a link with the budgeting process). 
The National Action Plan to Combat THB (NAPCTHB) is developed as a complex document, which includes the planned state efforts and also the efforts of the civil society, as well as planned measures of the intergovernmental organizations (as technical support to the state) implementing programs in the field. Herewith the inputs of the participants responsible for the Plan’ realization are not delimitated and their financial contribution is not indicated. The document does not provide clarification on ways the resources needed for its realization will be raised. This reduces liability of the state officials/institutions for the realization of the above Plan and impedes the control of its implementation, evaluation of the role and contribution of different participants.

Recommendations:

	While developing the NAPCTHB it is necessary to calculate the costs of its implementation, as well as to indicate the government contribution and international contribution/ aid.

It is necessary to develop the responsibility of the state for realization of counter-trafficking policy. There should be a link between the adopted NAPCTHB and Plan of Action for the implementation of National Development Strategy for the corresponding period, in order to assure recognition of anti-trafficking measures as a priority of national development and arrange a link with the budgeting process (mechanisms of medium-term and annual budget planning). 


QUESTION 31. Has an assessment of the impact of the above – mentioned preventive measures taken by your country been carried out? If so, please specify the results of the assessment 

ANSWER: 
The evaluation of the impact of the measures on prevention of THB has been organized only in the framework of NGOs’ and intergovernmental programs as a part of such. The evaluation of all preventive measures, included in the NAPCTHB, has never been carried out.
The evaluation as a component of planning cycle, adoption and realization of the state decisions allowing appreciating the level of achievements of the proposed goals, effectiveness of the undertaken measures, its influence and durability in general has not been developed in Moldova yet. The evaluation that would emphasize the qualitative aspects of the undertaken measures is often treated as monitoring that is actually based on quantitative aspects and compliance with timeframe. It should be mentioned that, unfortunately, even the Council of Europe Convention on Actions against THB does not provide coherent distinction between monitoring and evaluation of its actions implemented.   

Recommendations:
	The processes of monitoring and evaluation of measures on THB prevention measures as well as other actions against THB should be a smooth stage of planning and implementation of these actions. It is necessary to define these terms, to define the goals, objectives and means for implementation.


Section II.2. Implementation of measures to protect and promote the rights of victims of THB
QUESTION 42. Please describe how your internal law provides for the rights of victims of THB to compensation. Please specify if your country has adopted any specific measures to guarantee compensation for victims of THB as provided for in Article 15 of the Convention.  

ANSWER:

The right of the victim of THB to compensation for damages is guaranteed by the Art. 23 of the Law of the Republic of Moldova on Preventing and Combating THB. The compensation is provided for moral, physical or material damage that may be estimated in terms of money
. 
Yet, this right of the victim has mainly a declarative character. The government yet could not take the responsibility for assuring the payment of compensation to victims of crime including victims of THB, due to serious economical impediments. The payment of compensation by means of the confiscated property of criminals is complicated due to the fact that the main profits generated by trafficking victims’ exploitation are obtained by criminals situated on the territory of the foreign countries. Here, in Moldova we face crimes with the involvement and further punishment of trafficking victims’ recruiters who, as a role, do not gain essential profits.

Solving the problem of compensation payment to victims of THB requires rule-making efforts, political and financial support not only on behalf of Moldova, but also of other countries. It is also necessary to undertake measures to increase the legal culture existing in the society, create adequate public opinion on the issue related to human rights observance, including rights to compensation of victims of THB.
The draft NAPCTHB for 2010 – 2011 envisages a number of actions targeted on creation of a special fund for support of victims of THB which will be formed by means of property confiscated from criminals/traffickers as well as due to the donations. 

Recommendations:

	The creation of the mechanism of realization into practice of the right to compensation for victims of THB should be a component part of the National Plan of Actions for Human Rights Protection, which implementation is under permanent control of the Human Rights Commission of the Parliament to the Republic of Moldova. 

This mechanism should include legal norms, lawful activities, publicity, public opinion, due process of law, legal culture, responsibility and control. It should be implemented taking into accountant education and psychological aspects that intermediates realization of the rights. The ideas on human rights issues need to be popularized as well as the outreach work on different levels should be organized.


Section II.3. Implementation of measures concerning substantive criminal law, investigation, prosecution and procedural law
QUESTION 55. Please describe the measures taken in your internal law to protect the identity and safety of victims before, during and after investigations and legal proceedings.  

ANSWER:

The Law of the Republic of Moldova on Witness Protection and Protection of other Participants in Criminal Proceedings
 and the Code of Criminal Procedure envisages different measures for protection of participants of the criminal proceedings, including victims of THB. These measures may be applied with consent of protected persons at different stages of the criminal prosecution as well as after it is closed. If needed, the protection measures should be assured not only to participants of the criminal proceedings, but also to their close relatives and family members. 

The envisaged by the Law measures vary and could be divided into three types: emergency measures (immediate security ensuring), protection measures and inclusion in the witness protection program. These measures include protection of identity data; application of special interrogation procedures, changing of the residence place, workplace or place of study, changing of identity, physical  appearance etc. Each of the mentioned measures may be applied separately or in combination with other measures as well as with assistance provisions (medical, psychological, social, legal and other help).

However, the practical use of the settled by law protection measures of witnesses and other participants of the criminal proceedings is complicated by lack of the state financial resources for its realization. 
Besides that, it should be mentioned that the Law on Witness Protection and Protection of other Participants in Criminal Proceedings does not contain any provision regarding child victims, taking into consideration the special children needs and children’s right to special protection measures, as a child is usually more vulnerable that an adult.

Child victims need not only protection against criminals but also protection against traumatic influence of criminal/court proceedings. “Use of audio and video technology for taking evidence and conducting hearings may … avoid repetition of hearings and of some face-to-face contacts, thus making court proceedings less traumatic”.
 Setting the certain standards of interrogation for child victims and providing trainings to law enforcement staff on techniques of interrogation of children also will serve a good special protection measures for child victims.  

Recommendations:

	It is necessary to elaborate the standards of interrogation of child victims/ participants of the criminal proceedings (techniques of interrogation of children, requirements to staff, premises etc.).

It is necessary to organize the professional training of the law enforcement staff on techniques of interrogation of children in order to minimize the risks of psychological trauma of interrogate. 


� See para 5 of the regulation on National Committee to Combat Trafficking in Human Beings, adopted by the Government decision No.472 as of March 26, 2008 (Official Monitor of the Republic of Moldova, 2008, No.69-71, art. 453). 


�  See para (3) of Article 11 of the Law of the Republic of Moldova on Preventing and Combating Trafficking in Human Beings, No.241-XVI as of October 20, 2005 (Official Monitor of the Republic of Moldova, 2005, No.164-167, art. 812). 


� See para (8) of Article 11 of the Law of the Republic of Moldova on Preventing and Combating Trafficking in Human Beings, No. 241-XVI as of October 20, 2005 (Official Monitor of the Republic of Moldova, 2005, No.164-167, art. 812). 


� See para 22 of Strategy of the National Referral System for Assistance and Protection of Victims and Potential Victims of Trafficking adopted by the Parliament decision No.257-XVI as of December 5, 2008 (Official Monitor of the Republic of Moldova, 2009 г., No. 27-29, art. 66). 


�  Regulation of the National Bureau of Statistics, adopted by the Government Decision No.1049 as of 06.10.2005 (Official Monitor of the Republic of Moldova, 2005, No. 135-138, art. 1131).


� See para 1, 16 and 17 of Regulation on National Committee to Combat Trafficking in Human Beings, adopted by the Government Decision No. 472 as of March 26, 2008 (Official Monitor of the Republic of Moldova, 2008, No.69-71, art. 453).


� Art. 6 of the Criminal Procedure Code of the Republic of Moldova No. 122-XV of 14 March 2003. (Official Monitor of the Republic of Moldova, 2003, No. 104-110, art. 447)


.


�  Law on Witnesses Protection and Protection of Other Participants of Criminal Proceedings No.105-XVI of 16 May 2008  (Official Monitor of the Republic of Moldova, 2008, No 112-114, art. 434)


� P.309 of the Explanatory report on the Council of Europe Convention on action against Trafficking in Human Beings
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