SUMMARY Activity Report of 

the International Centre “La Strada” 

within The National Plan for preventing and fighting 

against human trafficking for 2008 - 2009

CHAPTER 1. ASSISTANCE FRAMEWORK

1.2. Legal and regulatory framework

Specific objective b) Establishment of standards for the provision of social, psychological and legal assistance to victims of human trafficking
Achieved activities: 

1. Development of the draft standard application form regarding identification of the trafficked persons. Development of the draft Regulation regarding the identification of the victims of human trafficking in the Republic of Moldova. March 2008. 

2. Development of the draft standard application forms regarding the reintegration plan for the trafficked persons. March 2008

1.3. Capacity building
Strategic purpose 1. Increase the capacity of the Governmental and non-governmental bodies in preventing and fighting against human trafficking through the approaches based on human rights and focused on the victim

Specific objective a) Organising continuous training in order to increase the level of awareness of the state bodies and non-governmental organizations regarding human trafficking

aspects 

Achieved activities: 

1. Development of the draft module for continuous training of the specialists in the field of the social protection regarding the identification, assistance and protection of trafficked persons. The validation of the draft module through a thematic seminar with the participation of the representatives of the associative sector in this field, international structures and MSPFC. December 2008. 

2. Organisation of the national workshop on „Concerns in the work with trafficked persons and potential victims – exchange of experience” for specialists in the field of social protection. Preparation of the brochure regarding good practices in this field. January 2009 

3. Continuous training for the representatives of the legal bodies in the pro-active identification of the trafficked persons – more than 150 policemen, prosecutors, judges and specialists of the Border Guards Department informed including within the training program organized by OSCE Mission to Moldova, Embassy of USA in Chisinau, UNODC office and INJ. 

Specific objective e) Increase the knowledge of the representatives of the involved structures in the National Reference System for the social protection and assistance to human trafficking victims and potential victims 

Achieved activities: 

1. Organising the seminar on „Standardization and unification of the application forms used within NRS”. March 2008.

2. Organising the seminar on „Transnational Reference Mechanism for the victims of trafficking. International standards”, organized within the Program of Support and Development of the Transnational Reference Mechanism for Trafficked Persons in Eastern and South-eastern Europe. The familiarization and training of the representatives of the state institutions regarding the application of the international standards of identification, assistance and protection of the trafficked persons. Distribution of standards to the line institutions in the Republic of Moldova. April 2008

3. Organising the International Conference on “National Reference Mechanisms for the assistance and protection of the human trafficking victims (NRM) – theory and practice». Preparation and distribution of the Report regarding the good and international practice, as well as recommendations in this field. October 2008

1.4. Informational management and researches
Strategic purpose: Ensuring the accessibility of the information and data exchange at the national and international level, performing researches in the field of prevention and fight against trafficking and providing assistance to victims

Achieved activities: 

1. Research regarding the international practice and analysis of the national legislation regarding the monitoring and evaluation mechanisms of the efforts/services in the field of social protection of the trafficked persons, necessary for the formulation of the recommendations and establishment of the optimal manner to create the monitoring mechanism for NRS in Moldova. The conceptualization of the monitoring mechanism for NRS in the Republic of Moldova. January - November 2008. 

2. Research regarding international practice in the field of accreditation, as well as analysis of the national legal framework regarding the existing accreditation mechanisms, necessary for the formulation of recommendations to support the development of the Law regarding the accreditation of the social services, as well as to support the development of the Regulation regarding the accreditation of the social services within NRS. Report distributed – December 2009. 

Specific objective a) Evaluation of the size and trends of human trafficking
Achieved activities: 

1. Comprehensive analysis of the situation regarding human trafficking in the Republic of Moldova. September 2009-February 2010. Report distributed – April 2010.

2. Research regarding the current practice of conducting legal hearing of children, necessary for the formulation of recommendations regarding the consolidation of the mechanism of vulnerable witnesses protection in the Republic of Moldova. January - December 2009. Report distributed – February 2010.  

CHAPTER  2. PREVENTION
2.1. Public awareness and education 

Specific objective a) Public awareness with regard to the danger of human trafficking
Achieved activities:

1. Raising the awareness of the wide public with regard to the danger of human trafficking, vulnerability of the working migrant, especially women. Development and placement of video materials (6 materials), development of street panel, posters and other types of publications with informational character (about 20,000 copies) and their distribution mainly in the rural area; writing and placing articles „Makler” newspaper – 72 articles; interviews offered to the press – 78 interviews. January 2008 – October 2009.

Specific objective b) Increase the public awareness with regard to the risk group regarding the dangers associated with trafficking and illegal migration

Achieved activities:
1. Inform the youth regarding the secure migration and danger of human trafficking - 430 seminars organized with the participation of 8,980 pupils from pre-university education institutions in the rural area. 

2. Information seminars for the youth regarding the work-and-travel programs – 10 seminars for 460 students of the universities from the Republic of Moldova. 

3. Organising public awareness actions for youth through flash-mobs, jobs fairs, forums for youth, and others. Total participants – more than 2500 persons. January 2008 – October 2009.  

Specific objective c) Public awareness and training for the representatives of the governmental and non-governmental structures working with "groups of risk" regarding human trafficking

Achieved activities:
1. Advanced training of the mobile groups of trainers – peer trainers in the field of human trafficking prevention. Total trainers - 50 young persons. October 2008/2009

2. Preparation of the Practical Guidelines regarding the telephone consultations in the field of human trafficking prevention. Its distribution among the anti-trafficking community. December 2008.

3. Training of the representatives of the local public administration and professional groups in the regions regarding the issue of human trafficking and their role in fighting against this phenomenon. Total participants – 440 specialists in 10 rayons of the Republic of Moldova. January – December 2008. 

2.2. Reduction of the vulnerability
Specific objective a) Reduction of the social and economic vulnerability of the potential victims of trafficking and potential migrants

Achieved activities:
1. Consultation and informational support regarding safe migration, risks associated with the illegal departure and danger of trafficking/exploitation - about 3700 consulted migrants through the national Hot-Line. January 2008 - October 2009. 

2. Facilitation of the access of vulnerable persons to specialised assistance – 72 persons, victims of domestic violence, persons smuggling, getting illegally children abroad, sexual abuse and exploitation of children received mediation services at the stage of the identification interview and were informed about the existing assistance services and ways of accessing them.

Specific objective c) Decrease the discrimination of women, minorities, children and other vulnerable groups

Achieved activities: 

1. Carrying out a public opinion survey regarding the knowledge about the issue related to domestic violence and attitude regarding the victims of domestic violence. Distribution of the results within the anti-trafficking and gender equality community in the Republic of Moldova. February 2008

2. Rapid evaluation of the phenomenon of domestic violence and services available for the subjects of domestic violence. Preparation and distribution of the Report with findings and recommendations within the anti-trafficking and gender equality community in the Republic of Moldova. June 2008.

3. Facilitation of the access of victims of domestic violence to the non-conditional assistance – launch of the Telephone of trust for women. November 2009. 

4. Participation to the works of the Special Committee on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence of the Council of Europe (CAHVIO) focused on the development of the European Convention on Preventing and Combating Domestic Violence. April - December 2009

CHAPTER 3.  ASSISTANCE AND PROTECTION OF VICTIMS AND WITNESSES
3.1. Identification of victims
Specific objective:  Facilitation of identification/self-identification of the trafficked persons, in particular children
Achieved activities: 

1. Facilitation of the access of the trafficked persons to immediate and non-conditional assistance – 140 trafficked persons (including presumptive) were identified, including through the national Hot Line and they were provided informational assistance and legal consultation, assistance to recover from the place of exploitation, repatriation and access to specialised services, including social accompanying and direct referring. January 2008 - September 2009. 

3.4. Protection of witnesses and judiciary approach to the trafficked persons
Achieved activities: 

1. Protection of vulnerable witnesses during the criminal investigation process – 53 persons preponderantly minors were accompanied psychologically and received mediation services during the court hearings. The psychological evaluation fiches were prepared and sent to the legal enforcement bodies’ workers to be attached to the respective files, which include the opinion of the specialist on this case, as well as recommendations regarding the protection of victim - witness. January 2008 - September 2009. 

CHAPTER 4. INVESTIGATION AND LEGAL PROSECUTION OF TRAFFICKERS
4.2. International police and judiciary cooperation 
Specific objective: b) Strengthen the capacities of the employees of legal and judiciary bodies with regard to the cooperation with the respective authorities in other countries 

Achieved activities: 

1. Facilitation of the access of specialists in the Republic of Moldova to the regional and international practice in this field, as well as establishment and development of collaboration relations in this field with empowered structures – organization and provision of logistical support for study visits in Cyprus, Bulgaria, Macedonia, Italy, Croatia

International cooperation 
Achieved activities: 

Participation in the work of many working groups and international conferences regarding the development of recommendations in the field of:

· Establishment of the indicators regarding human trafficking aimed at sexual and labour exploitation, 

· Secure repatriation of the trafficked persons,

· Combating sexual commercial exploitation of children, including infantile pornography, 

· Data management in the field of combating human trafficking from the point of view of personal data protection of the trafficked persons,

· Legal framework regulating the efforts in the field of assistance and protection of the trafficked persons and role of the Memorandum of collaboration,

· Establishment of the monitoring mechanism of the Palermo Protocol,

· Ensuring the transparency and independent character of GRETA monitoring group for the implementation of the European Anti-trafficking Convention,

· Implementation of the Council of Europe Directive regarding the temporary permit of residence for trafficked persons, 

· Migration policies focused on the protection of working migrants as an important factor for human trafficking prevention

Organized by OSCE, ILO, ICMPD, Global Alliance against Human trafficking (UNGIFT), Global Alliance against Trafficking in Women (GAATW), UNODC, Council of Europe, etc. January 2008 – September 2009 
