PRESS RELEASE
210 days of the Social Campaign “I also care about…”
On 1 November, 2005 the International Center for Protection and Promotion of Woman’s Rights “La Strada” launched a Social Campaign “I also care about…”.  The objective of the campaign was to sensitize the large public and cultivate a tolerant attitude towards the victims of human trafficking, and facilitate the access of the victims to the assistance and adequate protection.  Planned for a period of 7 months (till May 2006) and supported by a number of international bodies, such as: ICCO, Missions to Moldova of IOM and OSCE, European Commission, the campaign aimed at the local community’s hostility, ignorance and marginalization of the victims of trafficking, as well as the limited access of all categories of victims to different types of assistance.  

During the period of the Campaign, the International Center “La Strada” carried out a less ordinary action, mainly, several groups of volunteers of the International Center “La Strada”, International Organization for Migration, Mission to Moldova, and Center for Preventing the Trafficking in Women organized a mobile caravan and, during the weekend, visited 32 localities in all districts of the republic and Chisinau and Balti municipalities.  The caravan consisted of several mobile offices fitted out with video and audio equipment.  In more crowded places the volunteers distributed informative materials about the human trafficking and the goals of the campaign to the population and discussed with the citizens upon their attitude towards this phenomenon and asked them what each person could do to help the victims regain self-respect, and socially reintegrate in the direction to a normal life. 

The results of this action permit us to state that the majority of the planned indicators have been achieved and actually over-passed.  Thus, in the aspect of facilitating the access of victims (potential victims) to the informational and other type of assistance, the number of SOS calls to the Hot Line 0 800 77777 of the Center practically has doubled (695 of calls during 7 months of Campaign comparing to 379 during usual 7 months), while the number of the beneficiaries, who received various types of assistance, has tripled (255 towards 82).  It is important to mention a percentage decrease in the number of cases of trafficking in women from 95% to 81%, “in the favor of” an increase in the number of the presumed cases of trafficking in men from 5% to 19%.  However, numerically, there was registered a three-fold increase of the cases of trafficking in women, a 12-fold increase of the cases of trafficking in men and an above 9-fold increase of cases of trafficking in minors (persons under the age of 18).  There is also a difference in the methods used for the recruitment, transportation and exploitation.  In the case of women secret arrangements for an urgent departure are made, and women possess international passports; in the case of men departures in large groups are organized, men are deprived of passports; and psychological and financial manipulation is used as a method of control.  

Young people from the 18-30 years of age represent the most vulnerable category for human trafficking.  However, if we make a comparison with the previous period of the Campaign, we can state that the cases of trafficking in this category of people decreased with 11%, while the number of cases of trafficking in minors increased with approximately 5%, and the number of cases of trafficking in people at the age above 30 increased with 12%.  In over 50% of the cases the type of exploitation could not be determined because parents do not know the details or when it comes to people who have disappeared and are thought to have been trafficked. 

The majority of victims, according to the International Center “La Strada”, are trafficked (in a decreasing order) to Turkey, Poland, United Arab Emirates, Russia, Israel, Ukraine, Kosovo territory, Greece, and Austria.  The Center for Communities Sociology and Gender Studies (CSCSG) conducted a survey during the period of 10-25 June, 2006 among 1150 of people in the age group of 18 and over from 62 localities of the republic.  The results of the survey show that the problem of human trafficking is perceived as a serious one by people at the age of 30-39 (80,6%) and by the population with high education (79,4%).  Over 90% of the respondents agreed that human trafficking victims urgently need to be assisted and supported by the state as well as by the community they come from. Women are those who especially support the urgent assistance to the victims of trafficking (75,7%).  On the other hand, a less tolerant attitude is noticed among the rural population in particular: 15,8% of the respondents totally agree with the affirmation that the victims of trafficking do not represent a category of people who need help, while 42,2% consider that there are also other categories of people who need assistance.  Regretfully, we have to state that 18% of the population with general secondary and professional education considers that the victims of trafficking do not need assistance. 

It is important to mention that in comparison with the results of the survey conducted in 2005, people’s attitude towards the victims of trafficking has become more tolerant, and people sympathize and understand these victims.  Another distinctive particularity showed in the CSCSG survey is that women more easily accept the victims of trafficking as a family member and a friend rather than men; the same can be affirmed about the urban population in proportion to the rural one.

One more figure to be mentioned: 13,9% of the total interviewed population has witnessed the Social Campaign “I also care about…”

